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Holden's immaturity and maturity in The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger
The following literature is about Holden's immaturity and maturity. He proves his immaturity when; he breaks school rules and smokes in the dormitory, he horses his friend despite the friend's unwillingness to box him and his running away from school before its vacation time. He is mature when; he rubs off the name "fuck you" from a kid's school wall. He runs away from the pervasiveness of Mr. Antolini. He also stops throwing snowballs at a car and a hydrater.
In The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger, Holden shows immaturity when he decides to horse his friend Stradlater. Holden says "so I did it, I landed on him like a goddam panther". Holden decides to horse his friend Stradlater for no good reason (Hamilton 4). He does it just because he is in the mood of horsing around. It is immature for somebody to box the other who is not interested in boxing. He had rather asked him that they should box each other rather than catching him unawares. After all, Stradlater admits that he is not interested in horses. In another incidence still Holden shows immaturity. According to Hamilton (4), Holden refuses to let go of his friend despite his request for wanting to be free. Holden asks Stradlater to liberate himself. It is immature failing to liberate somebody you are holding captive on a request to do so. "I didn't let go, though. I had a pretty good half nelson of him. "Liberate yourself from my viselike grip." Said Holden to Stradlater. The third instance that shows Holden's immaturity is when he sleeps in the garage on the day of his brother's death (Hamilton 5). Holden breaks all the windows in the garage with his hands. He would further have broken all the windows in the station wagon they had were it not for his fist got broken. Holden breaking the windows just for the sake of his brother's death doesn't show maturity. If he wanted to mourn his brother, he would have done it in a better way rather than cause immense destruction. Holden says “I was only thirteen and they were going to have me psychoanalyzed and all because I broke all the windows in the garage". According to Hamilton (24), Holden says “that kind of staffs'd happened to me about twenty times since I was a kid". This shows that even at the end of the novel, Holden is still a child. He is immature. Holden acts immaturely on page 6 when he smokes in the school dormitory. He decides to break school rules. He smokes so that he would annoy Stradlater his roommate. "You weren't allowed to smoke in the dorm," "besides I did it to annoy Stradlater. It drove him crazy when you broke any rules. He never smoked in the dorm. It was only me". This immature act finally causes them to pick a quarrel and he is beaten and badly injured by Stradlater. He would have avoided this fight should he have obeyed the rules. He runs away from school before its vacation time (Hamilton 9). He doesn't want to go home because it is not yet vacation time. "I mean I completely forgot I was going to shack up in a hotel for a couple of days and not go home until vacation had started". If he was a mature student, he wouldn't have run away from school. He should rather have settled the conflict he propagated between him and Stradlater his roommate. The conflict resolution would have enabled him to stay at school till all the students break for their vacations.
In The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger, Holden is mature when he stops throwing the snowball on a parked car and on a hydrant. Throwing snowballs at cars, people or anything is a very childish behavior. "I started to throw it, at a car that was parked across the street. But I changed my mind. The car looked so white and nice. Then I started to throw it at a hydrant, but that looked too white and nice, too. Finally, I didn't throw it at anything.” Holden is also mature when he is mad at whoever had written "fuck you" on a wall in Phoebe's school stairs (Hamilton 25). Holden says “but while I was sitting down, I saw something that drove me crazy. Somebody'd written "fuck you" on the wall. It drove me damn near crazy. I thought how Phoebe and all the other little kids would see it, and how they'd wonder what the hell it meant, and then finally some dirty kid would tell them all- cockeyed, naturally what it meant and how they'd all think about it and maybe even worry about it a couple of days. I kept wanting to kill whoever written it". Holden's anger on whoever wrote that on a young kid's school wall shows he is mature. As any mature person would be mad at writings that would harm the children, he was. It shows how he cares about little children just as any parent would. He even rubbed it out. "But I rubbed it out anyway, finally". Holden running away from the pervasive acts of Mr. Antollini is a mature act. In Hamilton (24) says "I have to go, anyway". Said Holden. Mr. Antolini was patting and petting Holden while he was asleep. This is a sign of Antolini's perversion. Holden, however, runs away and escapes it. What Mr. Antolini wanted to do to Holden a fellow man would really be pervasive. Any mature person would flee danger as Holden did. “that kind of stuff happened to me about twenty times since I was a kid, I can't stand it" says Holden.
Conclusion
Holden is both mature and immature. He is, however, more immature than mature as illustrated above.
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